
     
 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Literacy 

The children are doing well with learning to read / write 

R/y1 their first 100 words – well done. Year 1 are starting 

phase 4 phonics and Reception should already know 16 

letter sounds. As well as research about animals using 

books and the web the class will find out how to use a 

dictionary. We will read and write our own Inuit myths 

and debate some issues related to global warming. The 

older children will be learning how to write the plurals of 

nouns and verbs and the meaning of a suffix. All the 

children are read with individually at least twice a week 

and they also have a group guided reading session, which 

is a chance to practise their comprehension skills.   

Maths  

There is a greater focus on mental maths 

now so we will be sending a list of mental 

targets that we’re working on this term. 

Maths games also will go home on a Friday 

to be returned the next Monday please. Over 

the weeks we will cover making 10p with 

different coins, 3D shape, length, counting in 

10s and 2s, first multiplication and becoming 

more familiar with numbers to 100! I hope 

the ‘tea time’ maths sheet was helpful too.  

Science   

Our focus will be animals from cold 

climates so when grouping, drawing, 

labelling body parts or researching habitats 

it will be based on life at the polar regions. 

This should give a more meaningful link to 

literacy and topic work. We will explore 

first hand the world of local mini-beasts 

once the weather warms up! 

Topic: Geography, Art and Design Technology  

The children will revise the continents / oceans and discuss 

why some places in the world are hot or cold. We will 

explore the features of a cold climate and find out why 

polar ice melts as part of a cycle of temperature change 

during the year. The children will be exploring cold colours 

using a range of textures and materials. We will make 

winter pictures and study the famous ‘Starry night’ by Van 

Gough.  

 

 
Music   

I hope you enjoyed the Christmas singing – the 

children worked really hard to learn so many 

actions and words! We’ll be focussing on timbre 

this half term – the different sounds instruments 

make. The children will be composing icy pieces. 

Computing 

Now we can operate the Be-

bots we will programme 

them to travel around our 

winter zoo. Also we will 

introduce the data logger to 

monitor our own bodies. 

 

PSHE We’ll be 

learning to talk about 

how it feels when 

things are not fair and 

finding ways to solve 

friendship conflicts.  

PE This half term the focus will be 

gymnastics. Also we are off to the 

forest each Monday afternoon so 

wrap up warm and wear lots of 

layers. We have school waterproofs 

to keep the mud off your trousers – 

we recommend warm tights or 

thermal long johns as a base layer 

and a vest and long-sleeved top 

under a jumper as well as a fleece 

and coat – then waterproofs! 

RE  
Our key questions are How can 

we be a good friend to others?  

Who is special to us and why? 

We will answer these through 

listening and responding to a 

range of stories.  

The class have enjoyed the hairdressers and all had a go 

at sawing in the tool workshop. There will be a 

veterinary clinic opening soon! Early Spring lambs  / 

goats / chicks etc most welcome – or soft toys! 
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